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Freehold Borough School District 

District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as 

knowledgeable, skillful, and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a 

changing world. 

Core Beliefs 

We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to 

flourish 
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Freehold Borough School District 

Philosophy 

The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  

Believing that our students deserve the best education, our curriculum is aligned to the most 

current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our 

scope and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives 

embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently and at the university level, 

and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies 

for performance are differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and 

spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which language arts 

literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common 

expectations that are rigorous and student centered, and teachers, who are most proximal to the 

children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum 

document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this living document.  We will develop 

purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our 

curriculum and inform our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally 

through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but specifically 

geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing 

current research-based methods and techniques that focus on student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our 

teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and 

psychometric standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student 

and curricular growth.  Assessment will be multidimensional and developed according to 

student need. 
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                               Educational Outcome Goals/Course Overview 

Social studies education provides learners with the knowledge, skills, and perspectives needed to 

become active, informed citizens and contributing members of local, state, national, and global 

communities in the digital age. In grades K-4, students learn fundamental concepts about 

government, citizenship, geography, economics, and history. The focus of instruction is on 

developing an understanding of core democratic values, the rights and responsibilities of 

American citizens, and how key people and events contributed to the development of the 

American heritage. Exploration of cultural universals enables students to realize how the 

availability of resources, the changing environment, and innovation impact everyday life.  
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                                                              Core Materials 

Network Social Studies, Who We are as Americans, McGraw Hill Education©2014 The 

McGraw Hill Companies 
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                                                             Pacing Guide 

Unit Anticipated Timeframe 

1-Citizenship and Government 20 days 

2- Native Americans 10 days 

3-Cultural Diversity and Immigration 20 days 

4- Geography, People, and Environments 20 days 

5- Economics 20 days 
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Unit Plan Title 
 

Unit 1 - Citizenship and Government  

Suggested Time 

Frame 

20 days  

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

In this unit, students will be able to independently use their learning to understand what the 

characteristics of a community are, what citizenship means, and the reason for an established 

form of government A community thrives when its citizens participate, demonstrate good 

citizenship, and abide by the Constitution. The US constitution organizes our government and 

limits the power of government. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 
Standards to be covered… 

 

6.1.4.A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community state and national governments    

help resolve conflicts and promote the common good protect the rights of people  

6.1.4.A.2 Explains how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and 

the Bill of Rights (i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote, and the 

right to due process) contribute to the continuation and improvement of American democracy,  

their civic responsibilities at the community, state, national, and global levels.  

6.1.4. A.3 Determine how ―fairness,‖ ―equality,‖ and the ―common good‖ have influenced 

change at the local and national levels of United States government. 

6.1.4.A.5 Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of the national 

government 

6.1.4. A.7 Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy and describe 

the roles of elected representatives and how they interact with citizens at local, state, and 

national levels. 

6.1.4.A.8 Compare and contrast how government functions at the community, county, state, 

and national levels, the services provided, and the impact of policy decisions made at each 

level. 

6.1.4.A.10 Describe how actions of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and other civil rights leaders 

served a s catalysts for social change  

6.1.4. A.12 Explain the process of creating change at the local, state, or national level.  

6.3.4.D.1 Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose 

solutions to address such actions. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good citizenship begins with 

becoming a contributing member in 

the classroom, at home and in the 

Essential Questions: 

 What is the common good in our 

community and how can you 

contribute to it? 
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community.   

 Good citizens believe in justice, truth, 

equality, and a responsibility for the 

common good.   

 The Constitution explains the rights 

and responsibilities that citizens have..  

 Rules and laws are developed to 

protect people’s rights and the security 

of our country 

 Voting is a way for citizens to 

represent their choices and help bring 

about change in society  

 Patriotic symbols represent our 

country’s beliefs, rights, and freedoms 

 What does it mean to belong to a 

country? 

 What does it mean to be a good 

citizen? 

 How can citizens create change? 

 How do people get along? 

 What represents a country? 

Knowledge: 
Students will know… 

 A community is a group of people 

who live or work together in the same 

place.   

 A citizen is a  person who lives in and 

belongs to a community   

 Citizens have responsibilities   

 The constitution is a written set of 

rules that our government and citizens 

must follow  

 The government is a group of citizens 

that runs a community, state, or 

country 

 Laws are rules that people in a 

community must follow  

 The examination of individual 

experiences, historical narratives and 

events promotes an understanding of 

community response to the violation 

of fundamental rights 

 

Skills: 
Students will be able to… 

 Compare and contrast rules in school, 

at home, and in our community and 

explain why there is a need to be 

responsible and follow the rules 

 Describe the different roles people 

play as citizens in their families, 

school, and community 

 Identify the Constitution’s importance 

as both a historical and prevalent 

document  

 Relate why important national 

symbols and monuments are 

important in our national history 

 Describe ways that American citizens 

can participate in community and 

political life. 

 Describe how the actions of Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. and other civil 

rights leaders served as a catalyst for 

social change. 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 
 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

● E – encouraged 

● T – taught 

● A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ET CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 
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contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers   CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health and 

financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ET CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and persevere 

in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, 

and Preparation 

 E CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  E 

 

CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

CCS: RL 1-7; RI 6., R.I.8., RF 1-4; W 1-8; SL1-6; L 1-6 

 

 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

Network Social Studies  

Who We are as Americans, McGraw Hill Education©2014 The 

McGraw Hill Companies 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

McGraw Hill Leveled Readers: People Helping People After 

Hurricane Katrina(lesson 2) 

Supporting Text pages Pg 90-127  Unit 4 

Texts:   Network Social Studies Who We are as Americans, McGraw Hill Education©2014 

The McGraw Hill Companies 

 

Book: We The Kids by: David Catron 
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Supplemental Workbooks: Network Social Studies Who We are As Americans 

 

Websites: 

http://docsteach.org/ 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/ 

http://www.nj.gov/state/historical/dos_his_nj350-video-archive.html 

http://www.smithsoniansource.org/ 

www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com 

www.freholdboroughnj.gov 

www.icivics.org 

 

Worksheets:  www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com 

 

Videos: 

www.youtube.com  

● Family Education Series: Being a Good Citizen 

● Good Citizenship with Paul Revere 2nd Grade 

● The Constitution and Constitution Day: A Beginner’s Guide 

● Peppa Pig Recycle 

● The Statue of Liberty for Kids: Famous World Landmarks: FreeSchool 

www.watchlearnknow.org 

● Three Branches of Government 

www.brainpopjr.com  

● Mayor, Governor, President 

● US Symbols 

● Martin Luther King Jr. 

www.scholasticnews.com  

● George Washington’s Life 

 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

Make a mobile  

 Project will explain the rights and 

responsibilities of US citizens 

 Tell about the contributions of a 

special American 

 Tell why the government and the 

constitution are important 

 Tell about a symbol  of the United 

States 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

 

Teacher observations 

Do nows 

Group discussion 

Turn and talk to a partner 

Science Journal 

Quizzes/Tests 

Exit Slips 

 

 

http://docsteach.org/
http://docsteach.org/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://www.nj.gov/state/historical/dos_his_nj350-video-archive.html
http://www.nj.gov/state/historical/dos_his_nj350-video-archive.html
http://www.smithsoniansource.org/
http://www.smithsoniansource.org/
http://www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.freholdboroughnj.gov/
http://www.freholdboroughnj.gov/
http://www.icivics.org/
http://www.icivics.org/
http://www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.watchlearnknow.org/
http://www.watchlearnknow.org/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://www.scholasticnews.com/
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

                                         Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Current Event activities where students make connections to their 

local community  

 Reflective journal of lessons and ideas 

 Group discussions  

 Projects: diorama, mobile, poster, book, brochure, etc. 

 Foldables 

 Demonstrate respect for the rights of others in discussions and 

classroom debates regardless of whether one agrees with the other 

viewpoint.  

 Participate in activities that focus on a classroom, school, or 

community issue or problem.  

 Identify different political systems.  

 Identify the role of the individual in classroom, school, and 

community participation.  

 Show respect in issues involving differences and conflict; 

participate in negotiating and compromising in the resolution of 

differences and conflict.  

 Identify situations in which social actions are required.  

 Identify the governor of New Jersey, the president of the United 

States, and the school principal and their leadership 

responsibilities.  

 Identify rights and responsibilities within the classroom, school, 

and community. 

 

Vocabulary: 

 government 

 symbol 

 community 

 citizen  

 responsibility  

 rule 

 law  

 cooperation  

 Constitution  

 Constitution Day 

 common good 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific 

to each individual child’s IEP) 
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Modifications/Differentiation: 

 ELL: use consistent, simplified language; maintain word wall; 

provide bilingual partner; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives;  

 Special Needs: reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per 

IEP; use manipulatives & calculators; provide individual & small 

group help; notes, and study guides; provide background 

knowledge 

 Low Support: foster positive relationships; use mental models; 

provide help formulating specific questions. 

 Early Finishers/Advanced students: provide additional 

enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, or 

complimentary assignment 

 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 
 

Unit 2 - Native Americans  

Suggested Time 

Frame 

 10 days 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Native American Culture is a rich part of our country’s history and their contractions have 

positively influenced our everyday lives. 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 
Standards to be covered… 

 

6.1.4.B.8 Compare ways people to choose to use and divide natural resources 

6.1.4.D.1 Determine the impact of European colonization an Native  

American populations, including the Lenni Lennape of New Jersey 

6.1.4.C.9 Compare and contrast how access to and use of resources affects people across the 

world differently 

6.1.4.D.14 Trace how the American identity evolved over time  

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 The patterns of Native American 

settlement and lifestyles differ 

markedly from region to region, place 

to place, and time to time. 

 Native American’s lifestyles and 

decisions were based on the 

availability of natural resources to 

meet their needs. 

 Native Americans were the first 

people to inhabit North America and 

were instrumental in the survival of 

new settlers.  

 Many Native Americans were pivotal 

to our country’s history and survival; 

such as Squanto, Sacajawea, Sitting 

Bull and the Lenni Lenape American 

Indians of New Jersey. 

 

Essential Questions: 

 What important contributions, made by 

Native Americans, continue to affect 

our lives today?   

 How do we use natural resources the 

same or different than the Native 

Americans?   

 How are your daily activities the same 

or different than those of the Native 

Americans? 

Knowledge: 
Students will know… 

 The Lenni Lenape Indians were the 

Skills: 
Students will be able to… 

 Identify features of the Native 
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first people who visited America. 

They came to America by a strip of 

land that connected Asia to Alaska, 

which no longer exists.  

 Native American cultures influenced 

the way people lived. 

American culture. 

 Recognize Native American 

contributions to our state and society.  

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 
 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

● E – encouraged 

● T – taught 

● A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ET CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers   CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   

  T 

CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, 

and Preparation 

 ET  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  ET 

 

CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

CCS: RL 1-7; RI 1-10; RF 1-4; W 1-8; SL 1-6; L 1- 6 

2MD 
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Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

Network Social Studies  

Who We are as Americans, McGraw Hill Education©2014 The 

McGraw Hill Companies 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

McGraw Hill Leveled Readers: 

The Story of the Cherokee 

 The Very First Americans written by: Cara Ashrose 

Life in a Longhouse Village written by: Bobby Kalman 

If You Lived With the Cherokee written by: Connie Roop  

and Kevin Smith 

A True Book: American Indians written by: Peter Benoit 

 

Supporting Text pages Pg 26-59 

Teacher Resources 

Texts:        Network Social Studies   Who We are as Americans, McGraw Hill   

                  Education©2014, The McGraw Hill Companies  

 

Supplemental Workbooks: Network Social Studies Who We are As Americans 

 

Websites:  

http://docsteach.org/ 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/ 

http://www.nj.gov/state/historical/dos_his_nj350-video-archive.html 

http://www.smithsoniansource.org/ 

www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com 

 

Worksheets:  www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com 

 

Videos: Powerpoint on Native Americans and Totem Poles: 

http://jamestownelementaryartblog.blogspot.com/2015/03/2nd-grade-native-american-

totem-poles.html?m=1  
 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

 

Choose: 

 Network Social Studies  Who We 

are As Americans:  Pg 59 Create a 

Native American Museum showing 

Daily Life sketch label, build a model 

or diorama. 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

 

Teacher observations 

Do nows 

Group discussion 

Turn and talk to a partner 

Science Journal 

http://docsteach.org/
http://docsteach.org/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://www.nj.gov/state/historical/dos_his_nj350-video-archive.html
http://www.nj.gov/state/historical/dos_his_nj350-video-archive.html
http://www.smithsoniansource.org/
http://www.smithsoniansource.org/
http://www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://jamestownelementaryartblog.blogspot.com/2015/03/2nd-grade-native-american-totem-poles.html?m=1
http://jamestownelementaryartblog.blogspot.com/2015/03/2nd-grade-native-american-totem-poles.html?m=1
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 Design a totem pole using character 

symbols representative of who you are 

as a person or to symbolize your 

family and culture. 

 

Quizzes/Tests 

Exit Slips 

 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

● Current Event activities where students make connections to their 

local community  

● Reflective journal of lessons and ideas 

● Group discussions  

● Projects: diorama, mobile, poster, book, brochure, etc. 

● Understand the concept of a  timeline 

 

Vocabulary: 

● region 

● culture 

● belief 

● crop 

● gather 

● prairie 

● herd 

● desert 

● level 

● natural resource  

● material 

● immigrant  

● settlement 

● force 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific 

to each individual child’s IEP) 
 

Modifications/Differentiation: 

● ELL: use consistent, simplified language; maintain word wall; 

provide bilingual partner; provide cooperative learning opportunities; 

use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives;  

● Special Needs: reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; 

use manipulatives & calculators; provide individual & small group 

help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge 

● Low Support: foster positive relationships; use mental models; 

provide help formulating specific questions. 
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● Early Finishers/Advanced students: provide additional enrichment 

activity involving demonstrating knowledge, or complimentary 

assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

15 

 

Unit Plan Title 
 

Unit 3 

Culture, Diversity, and Immigration  

Suggested Time 

Frame 

20 days 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will be able to develop an understanding of cultural differences, diversity, concepts 

about long ago, and how immigration has shaped America. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 
Standards to be covered… 

 

6.1.4.A.13 Describe the process by which immigrants become United States citizens.  

6.1.4.A.15 Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to 

find solutions to community, state, national, and global challenges.  

6.1.P.D.2 Demonstrate an understanding of family roles and traditions.  

6.1.P.D.4 Learn about and respect other cultures within the classroom and community.  

6.1.4.D.2 Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to 

New Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they encountered.  

6.1.4.D.3 Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s growth as 

a nation historically and today  

6.1.4.D.4 Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of New 

Jersey  

6.1.4.D.6 Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George 

Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the United 

States government.  

6.1.4.D.11 Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain the 

reasons for changes.  

6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people. 

6.1.4.D.14 Trace how the American identity evolved over time.  

6.1.4.D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with 

different cultural or individual perspectives. 
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Enduring Understandings: 

● Individuals and families have unique 

characteristics 

● There are many different cultures 

within the classroom and community  

● Immigrants come to New Jersey and 

the United States for various reasons 

and have a major impact on the state 

and the nation  

● American culture, based on specific 

traditions and values, has been 

influenced by the behaviors of different 

cultural groups living in the United 

States. 

● Many individuals have worked hard, 

made sacrifices, and influenced 

historical events that led to the creation 

of a better world for all of us 

● Key events led to the creation of the 

United States and the state of New 

Jersey  

Essential Questions: 

● How do communities change over 

time? 

● Why do people move? 

● How does culture shape community? 

 

Knowledge: 
Students will know… 

● Cultures include traditions, popular 

beliefs, commonly held values, ideas, 

customs,  and assumptions that are 

generally accepted by a group of 

people  

● Diversity is the inclusion of different 

kinds of people.   

● A colony is a place that is ruled by 

another country. A colonist is a person 

who travels to a new land in order to 

settle it.  

● Ellis Island was an important 

immigration center in the United 

States.  

● The Statue of Liberty is a symbol of 

freedom. 

 

Skills: 
Students will be able to… 

● Recognize that people have different 

perspectives based on their beliefs, 

values, tradition, culture, and 

experiences  

● Explain that culture is a way of life of a 

group of people who share similar 

beliefs and customs 

● Place key historical events and people 

in historical eras using timelines 

● Identify stereotyping, bias, prejudice, 

discrimination and unfairness in their 

lives and communities. .  

● Recognize the names and contributions 

of major American presidents and 

inventors; Abe Lincoln, George 

Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Ben 

Franklin and Thomas Edison 

● Recognize urban, rural, and suburban 

communities afford immigrants 

different opportunities. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 
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Check ALL that apply – 
 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

● E – encouraged 

● T – taught 

● A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   ET CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers   CRP2.    Apply appropriate 

academic and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ET CRP5.    Consider the 

environmental, social and economic 

impacts of decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, 

and Preparation 

 E CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective 

management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  E 

 

CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in 

teams while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

CCS: R.I. 1.3, R.I.4 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

Network Social Studies Who We are as Americans, McGraw Hill 

Education©2014 The McGraw Hill Companies  

Secondary Source 

Readings 

Leveled readers to supplement Who We are as Americans  

The Little House written by: Virginia Lee Burton 
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Supporting Text pages Pg 60-89 

Teacher Resources 

Texts: Network Social Studies Who We are as Americans, McGraw Hill Education©2014 The 

McGraw Hill Companies  

 

Supplemental Workbooks: Network Social Studies Who We are As Americans 

 

Websites: 

http://docsteach.org/ 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/ 

http://www.nj.gov/state/historical/dos_his_nj350-video-archive.html 

http://www.smithsoniansource.org/ 

www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com 

 

Worksheets:  www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com 
 

Videos: 

      www.youtube.com 

● Early Colonists 

● Life as a Child in the 18th Century 

● Frontier House Ep. 1 The American Dream 

● The Story of the Statue of Liberty 

● Communities Intro 

www.teachertube.com 

● A Virtual Voyage to Ellis Island 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

 

● Design a poster that shows some of the 

things that make up your culture: must 

include food, clothing, music/art, 

celebration. 

Other Evidence: 

 

Teacher observations 

Do nows 

Group discussion 

Turn and talk to a partner 

Science Journal 

Quizzes/Tests 

Exit Slips 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

● Current Event activities where students make connections to their 

local community  

● Reflective journal of lessons and ideas 

http://docsteach.org/
http://docsteach.org/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://www.nj.gov/state/historical/dos_his_nj350-video-archive.html
http://www.nj.gov/state/historical/dos_his_nj350-video-archive.html
http://www.smithsoniansource.org/
http://www.smithsoniansource.org/
http://www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.teachertube.com/
http://www.teachertube.com/


 

19 

 

● Group discussions  

● Projects: diorama, mobile, poster, book, brochure, etc. Retell a 

community event in sequential order.  

● Identify causes and effects using examples from his/her family life 

or from the community.  

● Identify change over time in his/her community. 

● Identify events of the past, present, and future in his/her 

community.  

● Recognize and identify patterns of continuity and change in his/her 

community. 

● Student may create a timeline of their oldest family member 

 

Vocabulary: 

● colony 

● colonist 

● custom 

● immigration 

● urban  

● suburban  

● rural 

● Statue of Liberty 

● Ellis Island 

Modifications Modifications/Differentiation: 

● ELL: use consistent, simplified language; maintain word wall; 

provide bilingual partner; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives;  

● Special Needs: reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per 

IEP; use manipulatives & calculators; provide individual & small 

group help; notes, and study guides; provide background 

knowledge 

● Low Support: foster positive relationships; use mental models; 

provide help formulating specific questions. 

● Early Finishers/Advanced students: provide additional 

enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, or 

complimentary assignment 

 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 
  

Unit 4 - Geography, People, and Environments 

Suggested Time Frame 20 days 

  

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to 

do? 

 

The geography of the earth varies from place to place and the various landforms and 

bodies of water encompass their own characteristics.  Maps and globes are the tools that 

we use to find where places are in the world and allow us to identify the unique 

characteristics of our earth.  

 

  

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

Established Goals: 
Standards to be covered… 

 

 6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial 

relationship of places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas, worldwide, have 

contributed to cultural diffusion and economic interdependence.  

6.1.4.B.3 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources 

have impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey 

and the United States.  

6.1.4.B.4 Describe how landforms, climate, and weather, and availability of resources 

have impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey 

and the United States  

6.1.4.B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment  

6.1.4.B.6 Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on 

culture, economics, politics, and physical environment to understand the concept of 

regionalism.  

6.1.4.B.7 Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more 

suited for settlement than others.  

6.1.4.B.9 Compare ways people choose to use and divide natural resources. 

  

Enduring Understandings:  

● Maps and globes represent earth in 

different ways and each are suited for 

providing different information. 

● The physical features of an area place it 

Essential Questions: 

● Why are maps important?   

● How do maps help us find places?   

● What are landforms and bodies of 

water?  
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in a certain region.   

● People use natural resources and need to 

protect them.  

● Land, water, weather, and natural 

resources affect where and how people 

live.   

● People affect the places that they live 

and the places affect the people.   

● Natural resources can be used to create 

new products that people need or want; 

like coal to fuel and corn to oil.   

● The United States has many different 

climates 

● How do people use natural resources?   

● Why is it important to save natural 

resources?  

● How do natural resources, the climate, 

and region affect people’s daily 

activities?   

 

Knowledge: 
Students will know… 

● Geography is the study of earth and how 

people use it.  

● Cardinal directions are the main 

directions of north, south, east, and west  

● A landform is land with a special shape, 

such as a mountain, hill, island or plain. 

A body of water is a water area with a 

special shape or characteristic, such as 

an ocean, lake, or river 

● A map is a flat representation of earth.  

● A globe is a model of the earth.  

● A map key helps you read a map and 

identify what symbols represent on it.  

● A continent is one of the seven main 

land areas on earth.  

● Landforms, climate and weather, and 

availability of resources have impacted 

where and how people live and work in 

different regions of New Jersey and the 

United States 

Skills: 
Students will be able to… 

● Compare and contrast information that 

can be found on different types of 

maps and determine how the 

information may be useful 

● Use physical an political maps to 

explain how the location and spatial 

relationship of palaces in New Jersey, 

the United States and other areas 

worldwide have contributed to the 

cultural diffusion and economic 

interdependence. 

● Determine locations and characteristics 

of landforms, including continents, and 

bodies of water using maps and globes.  

● Using maps and globes to find the 

poles, the cardinal directions, the 

equator and hemispheres.  

● Using symbols, colors, and labels to 

create a simple map.  

  

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 
  

21
st
 Century Themes 

  Indicate whether these skills are: 

• E – encouraged 

• T – taught 

• A – assessed 

                Career Ready Practices 
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9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   ET CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and 

employee. 

  Income and Careers    CRP2. Apply appropriate 

academic and technical skills. 

  Money Management    CRP3. Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

  Credit and Debt Management   ETA CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

  Planning, Saving, and Investing   ET CRP5. Consider the 

environmental, social and 

economic impacts of decisions. 

  Becoming a Critical Consumer    CRP6. Demonstrate creativity 

and innovation. 

  Civic Financial Responsibility    CRP7. Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

  Insuring and Protecting    CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking 

to make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, 

Exploration, and Preparation 

  E CRP9. Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective 

management. 

 X Career Awareness    CRP10.  Plan education and 

career paths aligned to personal 

goals. 

  Career Exploration   E 

 

CRP11.  Use technology to 

enhance productivity. 

  Career Preparation    CRP12.  Work productively in 

teams while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 Other standards covered: 
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Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

Network Social Studies  

Who We are as Americans, McGraw Hill Education©2014 

The McGraw Hill Companies 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

Leveled Readers 

There’s a Map on My Lap! by: Tish Rabe 

Me on The Map by Joan Sweeney and Annette Cable 

Supporting Text pages Pg 2-25 

Teacher Resources 

Texts:  Network Social Studies Who We are as Americans, McGraw Hill Education© 

2014 The McGraw Hill Companies  

 

Supplemental Workbooks: Network Social Studies Who We are As Americans 

 

Websites:  

http://docsteach.org/ 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/ 

http://www.nj.gov/state/historical/dos_his_nj350-video-archive.html 

http://www.smithsoniansource.org/ 

www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com 

 

Worksheets:  www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com 
 

Videos: 

www.youtube.com  

● Sesame Street - Map Song 

● 321 Contact: Arctic/Antarctic  

● Exploring Landforms and Bodies of Water for Kids: FreeSchool Video 

www.brainpopjr.com  Reading Maps 
  

  

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 
Research Projects 

 

• Label a world map indicating 

continents, oceans, prime meridian, 

equator, North and South poles. 

 

Other Evidence: 
Teacher observations 

 

Do nows 

Group discussion 

Turn and talk to a partner 

Science Journal 

Quizzes/Tests 

http://docsteach.org/
http://docsteach.org/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://www.nj.gov/state/historical/dos_his_nj350-video-archive.html
http://www.nj.gov/state/historical/dos_his_nj350-video-archive.html
http://www.smithsoniansource.org/
http://www.smithsoniansource.org/
http://www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
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  Exit Slips 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

● Current Event activities where students make connections to their local 

community  

● Reflective journal of lessons and ideas 

● Group discussions  

● Projects: diorama, mobile, poster, book, brochure, etc. 

● Ask geographic questions about where places are located and why they 

are located there using geographic representations such as maps and 

models.  

● Describe where places are in relation to each other and describe 

connections among places.  

● Distinguish human activities and human-made features from 

―environments‖ (natural events or physical features— land, air, and 

water—that are not directly made by humans).  

● Describe how his/her actions affect the environment of the community; 

describe how the environment of the community affects human 

activities.  

● Recognize a process that applies to population and a resulting pattern.  

● Describe how human activities alter places in a community. 

 

Vocabulary: 

 compass rose 

 political map 

 physical map 

 equator 

 Prime Meridian 

 North Pose 

 South Pole 

 globe 

 map key 

 symbol 

 directions  

 landform  

 continent 

 ocean 

Modifications Modifications/Differentiation: 

 ELL: use consistent, simplified language; maintain word wall; 

provide bilingual partner; provide cooperative learning 
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opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives;  

 Special Needs: reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per 

IEP; use manipulatives & calculators; provide individual & small 

group help; notes, and study guides; provide background 

knowledge 

 Low Support: foster positive relationships; use mental models; 

provide help formulating specific questions. 

 Early Finishers/Advanced students: provide additional 

enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, or 

complimentary assignment 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title Unit 5 - Economics   

Suggested Time Frame 20 days 

  

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

People around the world depend on each other through doing work, which earns employees money 

and contributes to society. 

  

  

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

Established Goals: 
Standards to be covered… 

 

6.1.4.C.1 Apply opportunity cost to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in their 

communities.  

6.1.4.C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence 

decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations.  

6.1.4.C.4 Describes how supply and demand influence price and output of products. 6.1.4.C.9 

compare and contrast how access to and use of resources affects people across the world 

differently.  

6.1.4.C.10 Explain the role of money, savings, debt, and investment in individuals’ lives. 

6.1.4.C.11 Recognize the importance of setting long term goals when making financial decisions 

within the community.  

6.1.4.C.15 Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the 

economics of New Jersey and the United States. 

Enduring Understandings: 

• People make decisions based on 

their needs, wants, and the 

availability of resources.  

• Availability of resources affects 

economic outcomes.  

• People around the world depend on 

one another through trade.  

• Science and technology have 

changed transportation.  

• People cannot always have 

everything they want and all 

humans share the same basic needs: 

shelter, air, food and clothing.  

Essential Questions: 

• What is the difference between needs and 

wants?   

• What would happen if people stopped 

providing goods and services for us?   

• Who is more important in our economy, the 

producers or consumers?  
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• Natural resources are often used in 

the making of a product.  

• Income is necessary for purchasing 

goods and services.  

• The United States is a free 

enterprise system where people 

make choices about spending and 

making money. 

  

  

Knowledge: 
Students will know… 

• Income is the money people earn for 

the work they do.  

• Bartering is trading for goods or 

services without using money. 

• Volunteering is working or helping 

others without getting paid 

• A consumer is a person who buys 

and uses goods and services 

• Goods are things that can be bought 

or sold.  

• A service is work done by others for 

pay. 

• Producers make the goods or 

provide the services people buy in a 

community.  

• A product is something that is made 

by nature or by people.  

• A business makes products, sells 

product, or provides services.  

• A bank is a business that keeps 

money safe and allows you to earn 

interest; extra money. 

• Trade is the exchange of one thing 

for another. 

Skills: 
Students will be able to… 

• Identify various occupations and how work 

and employment impact our community.  

• Explain the difference between goods and 

services and identifying those who provide 

them.  

• Identify the variety of jobs that people do.   

• Explain the difference between needs and 

wants in life and analyzing how people 

obtain the goods and services we need.   

• Explain the difference between producing 

and consuming and identifying ways that 

people can be both.   

• Explain the development of a product from a 

natural resource to a finished product.  

• Describe how work provides income to 

purchase goods and services.   

• Identify ways that people are both producers 

and consumers. 

  

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 
  

21
st
 Century Themes 

  Indicate whether these skills are: 

• E – encouraged 

• T – taught 

• A – assessed 
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Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   ET CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

  Income and Careers    CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and 

technical skills. 

  Money Management    CRP3. Attend to personal health and 

financial well-being. 

  Credit and Debt Management   ETA CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

  Planning, Saving, and Investing   ET CRP5. Consider the environmental, social 

and economic impacts of decisions. 

  Becoming a Critical Consumer    CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

  Civic Financial Responsibility    CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research 

strategies. 

  Insuring and Protecting    CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to make 

sense of problems and persevere in 

solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, 

Exploration, and Preparation 

  E CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership 

and effective management. 

 X Career Awareness    CRP10.  Plan education and career paths 

aligned to personal goals. 

  Career Exploration   E 

 

CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

  Career Preparation    CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

  

Other standards covered: 

  

 CCS: RL 1-7; RI 1-10; RF 1-4; W 1-8; SL 1-6; L 1,2,4,5,6 
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Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

Network Social Studies Who We are as Americans, McGraw Hill 

Education©2014 The McGraw Hill Companies  

Secondary Source 

Readings 

Suggested : 

The Berenstein Bears: Trouble with Money 

Supporting Text pages  Pg 128-155  

Teacher Resources 

Texts:        Network Social Studies Who We are as Americans, McGraw Hill Education©2014 The 

McGraw Hill Companies 

                   

Supplemental Workbooks: Network Social Studies Who We are As Americans 

 

Websites: 

http://docsteach.org/ 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/ 

http://www.nj.gov/state/historical/dos_his_nj350-video-archive.html 

http://www.smithsoniansource.org/ 

www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com 

 

Worksheets:  www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com 
 

Videos: www.youtube.com  

● Arthur’s Pet Business 

● Get the Gimmies: Berenstein Bears 

● Learn grade 2 - EVS - Natural Resources 

● Then and Now - Progress of Transportation, Steam trains, planes, cars 

● Kids React to : Rotary Phone 

● Kids React to : Typewriter 

 

  

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 
Research Projects 

 

● Make a picture book to show people 

how supply goods and services to meet 

supply and demand, why people make 

choices because of limited resources, to 

Other Evidence: 

 

Teacher observations 

Do nows 

Group discussion 

Turn and talk to a partner 

Science Journal 

http://docsteach.org/
http://docsteach.org/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://www.nj.gov/state/historical/dos_his_nj350-video-archive.html
http://www.nj.gov/state/historical/dos_his_nj350-video-archive.html
http://www.smithsoniansource.org/
http://www.smithsoniansource.org/
http://www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
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show trade between the united States 

and other nations, the personal cost and 

benefits of spending and saving. 

● Owning a small business, students will 

be asked to imagine that they are the 

owner of a small business and that they 

are opening up a new type of store in 

Freehold Borough. Tell students, ―You 

will decide on what type of new kind of 

business to open up here in Freehold 

Borough.. Your business will either 

provide goods or a service to the 

citizens of our community.‖ Students 

should work in groups to choose a 

business, create a poster or pamphlet of 

the business’s goods or services, and 

write a paragraph explaining the goods 

or services they will be selling. Students 

will then try to ―sell‖ their business idea 

to their classmates in oral presentation 

format. Students should be able to 

answer the following questions during 

their presentations:  

• How will your business meet the 

needs of our community? 

Explain  

• Who will your business benefit?  

• How will you decide how much 

money to charge for your 

service or goods?  

 

Posters and pamphlets could be posted to 

form an “Open for Business Gallery” for 

others to view. 

 

Quizzes/Tests 

Exit Slips 

  

  

  

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

● Current Event activities where students make connections to  

● their local community  

● Reflective journal of lessons and ideas 

● Group discussions  

● Projects: diorama, mobile, poster, book, brochure, etc. 



 

31 

 

● Create Flashcards 

●  Explain how scarcity necessitates decision making; identify the benefits 

and costs of decisions.  

● Describe the resources used to produce goods and provide services in the 

local community 

● Describe the role of banks, saving, and borrowing in the economy. 

● Describe the goods and services that people in the local community 

produce and those that are produced in other communities.  

● Identify goods and services that government provides; explore the 

concept of taxes. 

 

Vocabulary: 

 consumer 

 producer 

 community 

 trade  

 nation 

 choice 

 benefit 

 

Modifications Modifications/Differentiation: 

 ELL: use consistent, simplified language; maintain word wall; 

provide bilingual partner; provide cooperative learning opportunities; 

use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives;  

 Special Needs: reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; 

use manipulatives & calculators; provide individual & small group 

help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge 

 Low Support: foster positive relationships; use mental models; 

provide help formulating specific questions. 

 Early Finishers/Advanced students: provide additional enrichment 

activity involving demonstrating knowledge, or complimentary 

assignment 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 

   

 


